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“The Voice of Older Americans”

The Alliance for Retired 
Americans (ARA) is the 
retiree arm of the AFL-CIO, 
organizing retired union 
members to mobilize and 
engage seniors across the 

country to protect and improve retirement security for all. With 
4.3 million members nationwide, the ARA’s priorities include 
expanding Social Security benefits, pension protections, equal 
opportunity and a living wage. The ARA is committed to quality 
affordable health and long-term care, including preservation of 
Medicare and Medicaid.

The Illinois state chapter (IARA) was founded in April 2002 
and has grown to represent over 257,000 retirees and over 80 
affiliated organizations. Illinois AFL-CIO President, Tim Drea, 
serves as a Vice President on the IARA Executive Board.

IARA is working with our partners to support a progressive, 
pro-union agenda in the state of Illinois. This includes educating 
and mobilizing our members to vote in favor of a “Fair Tax”. 
We are active participants of the Responsible Budget Coalition 
and “Vote Yes for a Fair Tax” campaign. Retirees have played 
an important role in advancing the Fair Tax, having lobbied in 
Springfield, hosting presentations at retiree club meetings and 
recruiting retiree leaders to participate in the Fair Tax validator 

campaign.

IARA has been on the front lines of the fight to lower the cost of 
prescription drugs. In 2019, IARA worked with the Protect Our 
Care IL Coalition and legislative leaders to cap the out-of-pocket 
cost of insulin at $100 per month. During this year’s legislative 
session in Springfield, IARA members mobilized to advocate for 
the creation of a Prescription Drug Affordability Board. Retirees 
are also working nationally to make sure that we have affordable 
COVID-19 treatments and vaccines for all.

This election season, the Illinois Alliance for Retired Americans 
will make sure retirees voices are heard. We will work to elect 
leaders, from the White House to the State House, who will be 
champions for seniors and working families.

If you are interested in having us speak to your union retirees, 
or learning more about joining the fight for retirement security 
for all, please contact Jeanne Cameron at (312) 623-5941 or 
by email at illinoisara@gmail.com. Join us online at www.
illinoisretiredamericans.org or at www.facebook.com/illinoisara.
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