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Labor Political Issue and Candidate Program 
Reaching Our Voters, Chalking Up Wins

In last three years the labor political program and participating union members have:

Canvassed more than 100,000 voters•	
Made 2.1 million connections through digital outreach•	
Sent more than 800,000 pieces of direct mail on issues and candidates.•	
Defeated the most anti-labor governor in history, flipped two congressional districts, and helped gain super-majorities in •	
the General Assembly.
Through grassroots lobbying, helped secure new job-creating laws like a $45 billion state infrastructure program, a new •	
cannabis industry, gaming expansion and a minimum wage hike.
Boosted legislation to halting the spread of Right To Work in Illinois through county or city zones.•	

Labor 2018
Labor in Illinois helped elect endorsed candidates to all statewide offices and super-majorities in the State Senate and House. 
Additionally, union-endorsed candidates flipped two congressional seats in the Chicago suburbs with the help of the Labor 
2018 program.

Governor/Statewide: After four years of battling anti-union Gov. Bruce 
Rauner, JB Pritzker was elected Governor. Endorsed candidates swept 
the other statewide races, including Kwame Raoul (Attorney General), 
Jesse White (Secretary of State), Susana Mendoza (Comptroller) and 
Mike Frerichs (Treasurer).

General Assembly: With a net gain of three seats in the State Senate, 
the Democratic majority is 40-19 and with seven pickups in the House, 
the Democrats have a 74-44 majority. The combined total is 112 
Democratic-held seats in the General Assembly are the most since the 
size of the legislature was cut to 177 members in 1982. Both chambers 
have super-majorities.

Congress: Labor-endorsed candidates won two of four targeted races, 
with Sean Casten’s victory in CD6 and Lauren Underwood’s in CD14, 
the Democratic delegation holds 13 of 18 congressional seats.

Labor 2018 program: 

Voters canvassed: 86,083 (58,603 labor/27,480 general public) 

Canvass totals: 59,015 (phone)/27,068 (walk)•	

Volunteers: Goal – 7730 voter contact shifts/Actual – 8562 •	
(7052 by union volunteers)

Mail/Social Media – 600,000 direct mail pieces were sent to •	
union households and GOTV social media netted more than 1 
million impressions focusing on message “Defend Your Union 
– Vote Today” 
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Labor 2019
Issue campaigns

With continuing messaging guiding the political strategy, 
the Illinois AFL-CIO moved on an aggressive issues 
campaign to move what proved to be one of the most 
productive sessions in recent memory. The Labor 2019 
issues program included direct mail, digital, patch-
through calls and media events.

Minimum wage•	
Fair Tax•	
Capital Construction•	
Gaming•	

Direct mail – 27,000 (hotline)

Patch-through grassroots lobby – 2,065 live connects (12 
targeted districts)

Targeted retiree automated call (hotline)

Earned media – op-ed, fair tax poll in targeted legislative 
districts, Springfield press events

Labor 2019 accountability campaign

Following up on the victories achieved in the spring 
session, the Illinois AFL-CIO ran a messaging campaign 
supporting targeted legislators for their votes supporting 
working family issues. The messaging included:

Voting record direct mail sent to more than 60,000 •	
union households in 28 district highlighting 
legislators’ support for labor’s issues. (example 
below)

Digital versions of the voting record were part of •	
an ad buy sent to union members focuses on vote 
spotlight with survey/canvass component. The digital 
reach was 207,000 impressions to 46,268 members.

Phone component highlighted legislator’s votes, •	
layering in on mail and digital. More than 115,000 
automated calls were made to union households.
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Labor 2020 began the election year winning 18 of 20 (90 
percent) of targeted Primary Election races.

While the COVID-19 outbreak affected campaign work 
at the doors, Labor 2020 was able to communicate with 
members on multiple fronts in the targeted districts 
including, phones, social media and direct mail.

Labor 2020 primary quick info:
Six targeted union members won including Meg •	
Cappel (AFT) in the 49th Senate, Rep. Aaron Ortiz 
(AFT) in the 1st House, Lakesia Collins (SEIU) in 
the 9th House, Rep. Omar Williams (UA) in the 10th 
House, Michelle Darbro (IAFF) in the 20th House, and 
Charlene Eads (AFSCME) in the 79th House. Labor 
2020 focused specifically on Labor to Labor contact in 
these districts. The sole union member that may have 
lost is Nidia Carranza (AFT) in the 3rd House, who is 
behind by 365 votes with some votes still out.

Volunteers canvassed 6,785 union members in the three •	
weeks before the election in the targeted areas.

The social media outreach connected with more than •	
900,000 people in the targeted areas, focusing on 
Democratic voters.

Direct mail was sent into all 20 targeted districts •	
to 112,639 Democratic Primary voting union 
households.

Along with the presidential choice and key state and federal 
races, on the November ballot in Illinois will be long-sought 
changes in tax law, mandating a more equal distribution 
of the state income tax with a Fair Tax Constitutional 
Amendment. 

Primary Election rundown
Statewide
In the Democratic Primary for President, former VP Joe 
Biden won easily over U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders 59 percent 
to 36 percent. U.S. Senator Dick Durbin was unopposed 
and will face Mark Curran who routed the field in a 
crowded GOP Primary. Curran is the former Sheriff of 
Lake County.

U.S. Congress

In one of the only losses of the day for endorsed candidates, 
U.S. Rep. Dan Lipinski was defeated by Marie Newman in 
the 3rd CD. Newman came close two years ago and won 
by 2,500 votes this year with some left to be counted. In 
other races, endorsed incumbents Bobby Rush (1st), Robin 
Kelly (2nd), Mike Quigley (5th), Danny Davs (7th), Raja 
Krishnamoorthi (8th), and Bill Foster (11th) won easily. 
Endorsed challenger Betsy Dirksen Londrigan won big in 
the 13th CD Democratic Primary.

The top targets for congressional incumbents will likely be 
endorsed congresspersons Rep. Sean Casten in CD6 and 
Rep. Lauren Underwood in CD14. Casten will face former 
State Rep. Jeanne Ives, who made her name running to the 
anti-union right of Bruce Rauner in the primary two years 
ago.  Underwood will face perennial candidate and State 
Sen. Jim Oberweis, who also has an extensive right-wing, 
anti-worker resume.

State Senate

Endorsed incumbent winners were:  Sen. Tony Munoz (1st 
SD), Sen. Robert Martwick (10th SD), Sen. Robert Peters 
(13th SD), Sen. Cristina Castro (22nd SD), Sen. Patrick 
Joyce (40th SD). Union member Cappel won easily in the 
union-dense SD49.

State House

Illinois AFL-CIO targeted race winners were (Democratic 
Primary): Rep. Aaron Ortiz (1st), Rep. Theresa Mah (2nd), 
Lakesia Collins (9th), Rep. Jawaharial “Omar” Williams 
(10th), Margaret Croke (12th), Michelle Darbro (20th), 
Rep. Justin Slaughter (27th), Rep. Thaddeus Jones (29th), 
Rep. Mary Flowers (31st), Rep. Andre Thapedi (32nd), Rep. 
Jaime Andrade (40th), Janet Yang Rohr (41st), Charlene 
Eads (79th), and Rep. Barbara Hernandez (83rd).
Judicial

In a crowded Democratic Primary for 1st Supreme 
Court (Freeman vacancy), Labor-endorsed candidate and 
appointed incumbent P. Scott Neville won with a quarter 
of the vote.

Labor 2020 Boosts Candidates to Primary Election Wins
Six Endorsed Union Members Win Democratic Primaries



Illinois AFL-CIO priorities have been fully vetted and 
determined based on endorsement decisions by the affiliates 
and the Executive Board. The Executive Board endorsed 
early in support of the Fair Tax Constitutional Amendment 
ballot initiative. Its passage will be a top priority for the state 
federation. We don’t, at this time, anticipate the need for 
a large-scale effort concerning the presidential race or for 
U.S. Sen. Durbin’s re-election, except to augment messaging 
for targeted priorities. Though presidential primary results 
could change these circumstances.

For the past three election cycles, the labor program has 
included a general public component for the field program. 
Until full input and participation from affiliates is secured 
this plan includes only data from union households. The 
plan will be amended as affiliates are engaged.

On the ballot is a constitutional amendment to change the 
Illinois income tax to a graduated tax. This a long-sought 
priority for the Illinois AFL-CIO and will be included in all 
components of the plan and execution. 

For U.S. Congress, the state federation is initially focusing 
on defending the two collar-county congressional seats 
won from anti-union Republicans in the 2018 election 
(CD 6 and CD 14) as well as the central Illinois CD 13th. 
Other districts may be in play depending on outcome of 
endorsements.

The Democratic Party holds supermajorities in the State 
Senate and House (see chart above). Several seats were flipped 
from the GOP in 2018 and defending those suburban seats 
will be a top priority as well as keeping the downstate labor-
allied state legislators in office in what may be a challenging 
environment with the presidential election.

The State Supreme Court is elected (or retained) by voters. 
There is currently a 4-3 Democratic majority on the court. 
The swing vote – Justice Tom Kilbride – is up for retention 
in 2020. The 3rd District, which runs from Indiana to Iowa 
borders through the north central band of the state, has 
significant labor density. This retention effort (60 percent 
affirmative vote needed) will be a top priority. Additionally, 
the Supreme Court has an open in seat in the 5th District, 
encompassing parts of central and all of southern Illinois. 
The state federation will likely be devoting resources and 
field efforts to the 5th due to importance of a supportive 

judiciary, labor density and overlapping priorities. The 
5th also has an open Appellate Court seat that will be a 
priority.

Due to the success of the 2018 election cycle, the labor 
movement had much success in the 2019 legislative 
session – including a $48 billion infrastructure bill, a 
budget with added education funding, a contract for state 
employees, a minimum wage increase and a Right to Work 
zone prohibition.  The 2020 elections will chart the path 
into legislative and congressional redistricting as well as 
continuing the momentum for labor’s legislative priorities.

Member to member communication will key victories

The labor political program has evolved significantly through 
the last several election cycles and it will continue to change 
in order to meet new challenges – including the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Labor 2020 plan is based in the time-tested 
values of local union and member outreach to members and 
families. We have the ability to mobilize nearly 1.8 million 
registered voters from union households.

However, the challenge is steep this year due to the 
pandemic limiting contact. The Illinois AFL-CIO has 
adjusted accordingly – focusing resources on three primary 
components:

Expansive digital and phone canvassing, including •	
targeting outreach and providing tools for unions to 
contact their own members through virtual phone 
banks and local union nights at phone banks.

Supplementing and supporting local union mail and •	
worksite efforts.

Using the new 2020 Vote By Mail expansion law to •	
empower more union households to vote.
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Labor 2020 Focuses On Fair Tax, Target Districts





LABOR 2020

- Zone 1

- Zone 2

- Zone 3

- Zone 4

- Zone 5

- Zone 6

DuPage

Cook

McHenry Lake

LABOR 2020 Zones

Statewide - Bill Looby - 217-494-4014 / BillL@ilafl-cio.org


