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Pritzker Gives State Of The State; Proposes Balanced Budget
Based On Spending Controls, Closing Corporate Tax Loopholes
Governor: “If there is anything the last year has taught us, it is that we need a reliably well-funded government”
Citing his administration’s accomplishments in keeping
Illinoisans safe and the economy from crashing, Gov. JB
Pritzker outlined steps the state is continuing for keeping
safety and security top priorities as state and local authorities
conduct vaccine distribution during his State of the State/
Budget Address Wednesday.
With an economy still ravaged by the pandemic and revenues
flat, Pritzker also detailed a $41.6 billion budget without income
tax increases, though balanced through spending controls,
shifting priorities and closing/capping costly corporate tax
breaks.
“I had bolder plans for our state budget than what I am going
to present to you today,” Pritzker said. “It would be a lie to
suggest otherwise. But as all our families have had to make
hard choices over the last year, so too does state government.”
Pritzker is requesting a standalone bill directing funds to state
agencies on the frontlines of COVID-19 response – including
Departments of Public Health, Human Services, Veterans’
Affairs and Employment Security. His budget will include
a total of $133 million to IDES to keep a lifeline to Illinois
working families hardest hit by the pandemic.
“In the last year, Gov. Pritzker has beefed up an antiquated
unemployment system to respond to this unprecedented need,”
Illinois AFL-CIO President Tim Drea said. “His leadership and
flexibility in responding to this generational challenge shows
in strengthening the safety net for families crushed by what
this pandemic has wrought.”
In other budget areas:
•

•

Education: K-12 and higher ed funding were kept largely
flat, though Pritzker said an expected influx of federal
stimulus money will be directed into the K-12 ed funding
soon.

•

Infrastructure: Projects planned under the $45 billion
Rebuild Illinois plan enacted in FY2020 will continue for
both vertical and horizontal public works – including more
than $3.5 billion for IDOT projects in FY2022.

Part of putting the state’s revenue puzzle together will come
from closing corporate tax loopholes, according to Pritzker.
He has targeted nearly $1 billion in these corporate loopholes
for repeal, however generally keeping the breaks in effect for
small business.
Because these tax breaks to otherwise highly profitable multinational corporations cut into the state’s tax base so deeply with
little evidence of job creation or community benefit, the Illinois
AFL-CIO has long advocated for a thorough housecleaning of
these tax breaks that force working families to carry more of
the tax burden.
“I enter the process of negotiation with an open mind,” Pritzker
said. “I have only one hard and fast rule – we aren’t going
to treat people who have been decimated by this pandemic as
roadkill. The most in need in our most desperate times deserve
our help, and we cannot fail them.”
In comments following the address, Senate President Don
Harmon and House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch agreed
that a deep dive into their value is needed.

IDOL: The Illinois Department of Labor budget was
largely kept to FY21 levels, though increased by $1.2
million to fund added requirements the department will
handle concerning the Equal Pay Act.
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Senate Remote
Legislative Hearing Process
Both Houses of the Illinois General Assembly will conduct remote
virtual committee hearings this legislative session as a health and
safety precaution due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
On January 13, the first day of session, the Senate was the first
to adopt rules to allow for virtual committee hearings. Under the
Senate Remote Legislative Hearing guidelines, the Senate will
conduct hearings on posted legislative measures and subject matters
using Zoom video conferencing. Traditional Senate committee
voting procedure may be used with the consent of the committee.
Senate committee hearings will be broadcasted on the General
Assembly website in a Live Virtual Room. If you are interested
in providing testimony, you are still required to submit a witness
slip through the General Assembly Dashboard. Written testimony
should be submitted at least an hour before the hearing. For oral
testimony, you will need to email your request to testify to the
committee email address at least 24 hours before the hearing.
A staff member will be in contact to confirm your request,
provide instructions on how to present, and provide Zoom log-in
information.
For more information on the Senate Remote Legislative Hearing
Process and a list of committee e-mail addresses visit the link:
https://bit.ly/3pBnY4g.
On February 10, the House adopted Rules to allow for remote
virtual committee hearings. The House is still in the process of
creating specific guidelines on its remote legislative hearing
process. We will provide more information once it is available.
Both the Senate and the House have assigned members to
committees. See the list on this page for the legislators assigned to
the Senate Labor Committee and the House Labor & Commerce
Committee.
Finally, there is still time to file new legislative items this session.
The Senate has extended the bill introduction deadline to Friday,
February 26th. The House deadline is today - Friday, February
19th.

Senate Labor Committee

(13 D / 5 R)
Sen. Linda Holmes (Chair) - D
Sen. Celina Villanueva (Vice Chair) - D
Sen. Chapin Rose (Spokesperson) - R
Sen. Christopher Belt - D
Sen. Scott M. Bennett - D
Sen. Melinda Bush - D
Sen. Meg Loughran Cappel - D
Sen. Cristina Castro - D
Sen. Rachelle Crowe - D
Sen. Patrick J. Joyce - D
Sen. David Koehler - D
Sen. Kimberly A. Lightford - D
Sen. Laura M. Murphy - D
Sen. Robert Peters - D
Sen. Darren Bailey - R
Sen. Jason A. Barickman - R
Sen. Jason Plummer - R
Sen. Craig Wilcox - R

House Labor & Commerce Committee
(17 D / 12 R)
Rep. Marcus C. Evans, Jr. (Chair) - D
Rep. Kathleen Willis (Vice-Chair) - D
Rep. Steven Reick (Spokesperson) - R
Rep. Jaime M. Andrade, Jr. - D
Rep. Lakesia Collins - D
Rep. Deb Conroy - D
Rep. John D’Amico - D
Rep. William Davis - D
Rep. La Shawn K. Ford - D
Rep. Jay Hoffman - D
Rep. Frances Ann Hurley - D
Rep. Thaddeus Jones - D
Rep. Camille Lilly - D
Rep. Natalie A. Manley - D
Rep. Martin J. Moylan - D
Rep. Aaron M. Ortiz - D
Rep. Jawaharial Williams - D
Rep. Lance Yednock - D
Rep. Andrew S. Chesney - R
Rep. Amy Elik - R
Rep. Jeff Keicher - R
Rep. Seth Lewis - R
Rep. Deanne M. Mazzochi - R
Rep. Adam Niemerg - R
Rep. Ryan Spain - R
Rep. Bradley Stephens - R
Rep. Dan Ugaste - R
Rep. Keith R. Wheeler - R
Rep. Blaine Wilhour - R
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Illinois AFL-CIO Salutes Michael J. Madigan
on Historic Legislative Career of Public Service
The Illinois AFL-CIO and all of organized labor in Illinois wish to sincerely thank Michael J. Madigan for
his indelible impact on Illinois public policy and politics, and his historic legacy of accomplishments for
working families.
For the past 50 years, Michael J. Madigan has had unprecedented influence on our legislative process.
Time after time, he has put the interests of working men and women first, even under dire circumstances
and serious threats.
Speaker Madigan knew better than anyone that leading the Legislature means keenly understanding each
legislative district and how best to support legislators representing their constituents back home and in
Springfield. He knew how to bring people together behind the most important initiatives to move our state
forward, while making the right political calculations to ensure his majorities grew and never lost touch
with the will of the people.
When Illinois needed revenue to support the vital public services and programs we all depend on, Speaker
Madigan put together the right recipe to get the job done. When Illinois desperately needed capital
construction programs to create and support thousands of good-paying jobs, Speaker Madigan led the
way.
When Bruce Rauner and other radical politicians threatened working families, Speaker Madigan stood
firm.
And when legislators needed his help to advance the agenda that supports working men and women, time
and time again Speaker Madigan was there for them.
Speaker Madigan strengthened and protected the prevailing wage to build our communities, stabilized our
workers’ compensation system costs while protecting injured workers, fought for our collective bargaining
rights, stopped senseless right-to-work crusades and expanded voter access for working families.
We wish Michael J. Madigan, his wife Shirley and his family well on his well-deserved retirement. Thank
you for making Illinois a better place for working families, today and tomorrow.

Tim Drea, President				

Pat Devaney, Secretary Treasurer
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Consolidated Primary Tuesday; Municipal Elections Set for April 6
The Primary Election for local offices is set for Tuesday, Feb. 23. The following day early voting begins at election
authorities for the April 6 Consolidated Election.
The Illinois AFL-CIO political department has been working with the local Central Labor Councils on voter contact
programs and will be providing resources to make sure labor allies and union members are elected to offices on the
local level.
Offices up for election include city and village, like mayor and city council; township officials; as well as boards like
fire protection districts, school and park boards.
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