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Gov. JB Pritzker unveiled a $20.7 Billion, six-year construction 
plan at the Illinois Department of Transportation in Springfield 
on Wednesday.

Surrounded by organized labor, as well as state and local 
officials, Pritzker said the plan would bolster Illinois’ influence 
as a transportation hub, give a COVID-weary economy a 
needed bump, and create thousands of jobs.

Illinois AFL-CIO President Tim Drea, Springfield Trades and 
Labor President Diana Carlile and several union members 
stood with Pritzker at the press conference.

“We worked hard to get the Rebuild Illinois capital bill passed 
and while we couldn’t have envisioned a pandemic, the capital 
plan is going to be just the medicine to get things going 
again,” Drea said. “This will have a ripple effect in all of our 
communities short and long term.”

Rebuild Illinois – a $45 billion capital plan approved by 
bipartisan majorities in the legislature and signed by the 
governor in 2019 – will put tens of thousands of people to 
work.

The plan will improve 2,779 miles of roads and 7.9 million 
square feet of bridges. This latest plan builds on to two years 
of significant infrastructure improvement already completed, 
including 2,700 miles of state and local roads and 290 
bridges.  

During the event, Pritzker also announced Amtrak will resume 
full passenger rail service in Illinois starting July 19. Under 
Rebuild Illinois, a total of $1.1 billion is allocated for rail 
improvements – including $78 million in new funds for rail 
crossings and safety improvements. This investment not only 
provides a significant upgrade in safety, it will put construction 
workers to work.

IL AFL-CIO Joins Pritzker For $20.7 Billion Capital Plan Announcement
Also Amtrak Service to Resume July 19 - Governor

Photos: IL AFL-CIO President Tim Drea joins workers 
and labor leaders as Gov. Pritzker announces Illinois’ 
$20.7 billion Capital Plan.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

The Illinois General Assembly continued working on big ticket 
items including clean energy legislation, redistricting and ethics 
reform as the May 31 adjournment date closes in. 

The Illinois AFL-CIO and affiliates are continuing to press 
the GA and governor’s office on worker protections and 
investment in the state’s critical nuclear plants in connection 
with the energy negotiations.

The House and Senate redistricting committees – which have 
held meetings throughout the state – continued with hearings 
Tuesday and today as they close in on new legislative and 
supreme court maps for the next 10 years (see accompanying 
story on page 3).

A labor-supported Workers’ Rights Amendment to the Illinois 
Constitution is one step from getting put on the 2022 ballot 
after it was approved on a bipartisan vote in the House Labor 
Committee Tuesday. The amendment effectively prohibits the 
state or local authorities from passing Right To Work legislation. 
It advances to the House floor. If the House approves (needing 
71 votes), it will be on the ballot.

Session is expected to continue throughout the week and over 
the Memorial Day weekend.

Labor Relations Unit Status - SB 525

Under the Rauner administration, some public employees were 
precluded from joining unions because they were designated 
confidential, supervisory, or managerial with no consideration 
of their actual job duties. SB 525 restores their collective 
bargaining rights, protects the legitimacy of collective 
bargaining agreements, and creates reasonable timeframes 
to negotiate state labor contracts. SB 525, sponsored by Sen. 
Aquino and Rep. Halpin, Passed Both Houses on May 20, 
2021. 

Wage Theft - HB 118

Employees should receive compensation for their labor. HB 
118 increases the amount an employee can collect from an 
unscrupulous employer in a wage theft case. HB 118, sponsored 
by Rep. Guzzardi and Sen. Villa, Passed Both Houses on May 
25, 2021. 

Firefighter Supervisors - HB 220

HB 220 amends the Illinois Public Labor Relations Act to clarify 
the definition of firefighter company officers and supervisors. 
HB 220, sponsored by Rep. Walsh and Sen. Cullerton, has been 
assigned to the Senate Labor Committee. The bill passed the 
House on April 15, 2021. 

Fire & Smoke Damper Inspections 
HB 2408

HB 2408 creates the Fire and Smoke Damper Inspection Act. 
The Act requires inspection and testing of HVAC fire dampers 
and smoke dampers to be conducted by individuals certified by 
the International Certification Board. HB 2408, sponsored by 
Rep. Evans and Sen. Castro, passed out of Senate Executive 
15-0, and is on 3rd Reading in the Senate. The bill passed the 
House on April 20, 2021. 

Protect Employee Rights to 
Strike & Join Unions – HB 2521

Workers should be allowed to join unions and strike to 
protest unfair labor practices. HB 2521 amends the Illinois 
Educational Labor Relations Act to allow the use of electronic 
communication to show interest in forming a union. The bill 
also prohibits the use of permanent strike employees to replace 
workers in the event of a strike.  HB 2521, sponsored by Rep. 
Gonzalez and Sen. Villivalam, passed the Senate 40-15 on May 
26, 2021.  Although HB 2521 passed the House on April 22, 
2021, the bill will need to be returned to the House to accept 
the Senate Amendment. 

Prevailing Wage & Wind 
Projects - HB 3174

HB 3174 eliminates the disparity between enforcement of 
the Prevailing Wage Act and other requirements for wind 
projects under the High Impact Business program. HB 3174, 
sponsored by Rep. Walsh and Sen. Joyce, passed the Senate 
Labor Committee 15-0, and is on 3rd Reading in the Senate. 
HB 3174 passed the House on April 22, 2021 but will need to 
be returned to the House to accept the Senate Amendment. 

Restore Collective Bargaining Rights 
for Chicago Principals – HB 3496

In 1988, a narrow interpretation of the Illinois Education 
Labor Relations Act stripped the right to collectively bargain 
from Chicago principals. HB 3496 restores their collective 
bargaining rights and gives them a collective voice. HB 3496, 
sponsored by Rep. Davis and Sen. Villanueva, passed out of 
the Senate Executive Committee 07-0, and is on 3rd Reading 
in the Senate. The bill passed the House on April 20, 2021. 

Adjournment Clock Ticking As Big Issues Loom For GA
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Illinois Hazardous Materials 
Workforce Training Act - HB 3437 

The Illinois Hazardous Materials Workforce 
Training Act is about safety. Illinois has several 
crude petroleum, chemical, and ethanol plants 
that provide valuable commodities but pose 
huge health and safety risks to the workers who 
maintain these facilities and to the surrounding 
communities. The bill implements safety training 
standards while seeking to end the practice of 
using untrained, out-of-state labor. To show the 
unions commitment to diversifying the Building 
& Construction Trades, the bill uses an equity 
lens to incentivize the uses of a skilled workforce 
from underrepresented populations. HB 3437, 
sponsored by Rep. Walsh and Sen. Hastings, 
passed the Senate Executive Committee 10-06, 
and is on 2nd Reading in the Senate. Although 
the bill passed the House on April 22, 2021, there 
are several pending actions before the bill passes 
both chambers. 

Child Care Income Levels 
HB 3620

HB 3620 codifies the existing eligibility threshold 
(200% Federal Poverty Level) for childcare 
assistance. Under Rauner administration, the 
program’s eligibility was changed unilaterally 
and thousands or workers and their children were 
kicked off the program. HB 3620, sponsored by 
Rep. Collins and Sen. Pacione-Zayas, passed 
out of the Healthcare Access and Availability 
Committee 07-0, and is on 3rd Reading in the 
Senate. The bill passed the House on April 20, 
2021. 

Fair Pay for Mechanics 
HB 3940

Mechanics deserve fair pay for repairs made to 
vehicles under warranty. HB 3940 ensures that 
there is equal payment for vehicle repairs made 
under warranty when compared to customer-
made repairs. HB 3940, sponsored by Rep. Walsh 
and Sen. Belt, passed out of the Senate Executive 
Committee 16-0, and is on 3rd Reading in the 
Senate. The bill passed the House on April 21, 
2021.  

House and Senate Redistricting committees released versions of the 
highly anticipated new legislative maps last Friday. 

The committees began public hearings on Tuesday and additional 
hearings are set for today at 4 p.m. (joint committee hearing) and 6 p.m. 
(Senate committee only). The hearings can be followed here: 
https://ilga.gov/senateaudvid.asp.

Per the Illinois Constitution, the General Assembly has until June 30 to 
pass the new legislative maps.

The districts, which are redrawn every 10 years to reflect population 
changes, have a substantial effect on representation for union members 
and all working families. The new districts will need to be passed by 
both chambers and signed by the governor.

“It’s crucial that the districts are true to the Voting Rights Act,” said 
Illinois AFL-CIO President Tim Drea. “We also pay close attention to 
ensure that our labor votes are not watered down. There are nearly 2 
million union household voters in Illinois. Their voices must not be 
diminished.”

The district maps may still be tweaked based on input from the hearings 
and new congressional districts will not be released until later in the 
process.

For the first time, the Supreme Court districts were redrawn. The district 
populations had shifted greatly over the last five decades and new districts 
reflect those shifts. Three districts are embedded in Cook County, while 
the Second and Third districts encompass the collar counties and exurban 
areas to the west and south. The Fourth District includes population 
centers Peoria, Bloomington, Quad Cities, Springfield and Rockford. 
The new Fifth District stretches from Champaign to the Metro East 
down to the southern tip of the state.

Maps can be viewed here: www.ilsenateredistricting.com and 
www.ilhousedems.com/redistricting.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE Committees Unveil New Districts; 
Public Hearings Today

New Supreme Court Districts Released; Congress On Hold
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Labor leaders and activists from 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota and South Dakota 
will join together virtually on 
Tuesday, June 8, 2021 from 10AM 
to 3:30PM.  The AFL-CIO will offer 
participants the full picture of the 
challenges we’ve faced over the 
past year, share the tools and 
tactics that shaped our victories, 
and prepare for the work ahead. 

 
JOIN US.  You can register here:

https://districtmeetings.aflcio.org/2021-midwest-district-meeting

FOR A VIRTUAL

ZOOM LINK WILL BE E-MAILED AFTER RSVP
Paid for by Raoul for Illinois.  A copy of our report filed with the State Board of Elections is (or will be) 

available on the Board’s official website (www.elections.il.gov) or for purchase from the State Board of Election, Springfield, IL

Labor Fundraiser

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS:  $10,000 / $5,000 / $2,500

INDIVIDUAL TICKET:  $250

TO PARTICIPATE, PLEASE SEND E-MAIL TO RSVP@ILAFL-CIO.ORG

CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
Raoul for Illinois, 1507 E. 53rd Street, Suite 909, Chicago, IL 60615-4573

HONORING ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL

KWAME RAOUL
TUESDAY, JUNE 22 

4:30-5:30 PM

ILLINOIS
AFL-CIO

JOIN THE ILLINOIS AFL-CIO & CHICAGO FEDERATION OF LABOR 
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Quad-City Federation of Labor Announces New Leadership 
The Quad-City Federation of Labor, representing more than 33,000 union workers and their families 
in Illinois and Iowa, announced new leadership this week.

Dan Gosa was elected president of the central labor council, replacing longtime labor and political 
activist Dino Leone (AFSCME).

Gosa is the midwest regional organizer for the International Association of Heat and Frost Insulators 
and Allied Workers, Local 81, and also serves as school board president in Davenport, Iowa. 

“I am deeply humbled and honored by the opportunity to represent the Quad City Federation of 
Labor,” Gosa said in a statement. “I look forward to working collaboratively with all of our affiliates 

and being a strong voice for labor. One of my top priorities will be working towards bringing all unions together in our 
joint effort to represent the interest of all working people.”

The Quad City Federation of Labor is one of twenty-two central labor councils in Illinois and is a chapter of the Great 
River Area Labor Federation, AFL-CIO.

Dan Gosa, Quad-City 
CLC president


