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Welcome  

Welcome Delegates and Guests to the 45th Illinois AFL-CIO Constitutional Convention!

We are so excited to once again be assembled in person with an outstanding group of labor leaders, advocates and 
supporters.  The labor movement is rooted in organizing and collective action of the men and women within it.  
Although we were successful in navigating a virtual convention in 2020, being physically present with our brothers 
and sisters will give us a new opportunity to elevate the incredible work being done by the state federation and its 
affiliates across the state.

The theme and primary focus of this convention will be to mobilize union workers to successfully pass the Illinois 
Workers’ Rights Amendment in the November 8th General Election.  Never before have workers – in any state – been 
given the opportunity to enshrine the right to organize, join a union and collectively bargain in a state constitution.  
This fall, Illinois workers will have the opportunity to vote for their right to fight for fair wages, better workplace safety 
and decent working conditions.  It is critically important that our entire membership is engaged in this once in a 
lifetime opportunity to lift up working people in Illinois.

You will hear from an impressive group of elected officials and labor leaders about the important work being done 
across the state and country.  We will consider resolutions confirming support of candidates at all levels that have 
demonstrated their commitment to working families and organized labor.

We will also have the opportunity to re-affirm our commitment to equity and increasing the diversity of our 
membership.  There has been much progress since our last convention, but there is much to be done to ensure all 
Illinoisans have access to a quality union job.

There is important work to be done over the next couple days and we appreciate the participation and engagement 
of our amazing delegation.  Together we will chart the future direction of the state federation of labor and leave this 
convention inspired to make Illinois a better place for working families.

In Solidarity,
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